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Des nominis hujus honorem. 
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BS? LaTety took a furvey of the Female 
(SY World, as Censor GeNneRAL; ‘and upon 
sxe a ftri€t review was very much furprized to 
Me find that there is’ {earce any Woman to be 
met with, except among the loweft of the 





vulgar. The fex confifts almoft entirely of Lapres. Every 
‘Yoan is lifted into a Lady ; andthe maid and the miftrefs 
are equally dignified with this polite title. The ftage- 
coaches are conftantly filled with Ladies—At Bartholomew 
Fair there is always a hop for the Ladies—And if the 
Ladies in the drawing-room are employed at. Whift, their 
laft night’s cards are made ufe of in a rubber by the Ladies 
in the fteward’s room ; while the other Ladies of the family 
are ftaking their halfpence at Put or All-Fours in the 
Tettt kitchen, — 
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kitchen.—In a word, whenever there is occafion to {peak 
of the Female World, honourable mention is always made 
of them by the refpeétful appellation of The Laprzs: as the 
young and the old, the black and the brown, the homely 
and the handfome, are all complaifantly included under the 
general title of The Fair. 












Since therefore the Ladies of Great Britain make up fo 
numerous a body, I fhould be loth to difoblige fo confide- 
rable a fifter-hood, and fhall devote this paper entirely to 
their fervice. I propofe at prefent to marfhal them into 
their refpective ranks, and upon a review I find that they 
may be juftly diftributed under thefe five divifions; v/z. 
Married Ladies, Maiden or Young Ladies, Ladies of Qua- 
lity, Fine Ladies, and _laftly (without affront to the good 
company) Ladies of Pleafure>~ 


I sHALL begin with the Married Ladies, as this order 
will be found to be far the moft numerous, and includes all 
the married women in town or country above the degree of 
a chair-woman or the trundler of a wheel-barrow. The 
plain old Enghfh word Wife has long been difcarded in our 
conyerfation, as being only fit for the broad mouths of the 
vulgar. A well-bred, ear is ftartled at the very found of 
Wife, as at a coarfe and indelicate expreflion; and I ap- 
peal to any fafhionable.couple, whether they would not 
be as much afhamed to be|-mentioned together as man 
and wife, as they would to appear together at court in a 
farthingale and trunk-breeches. From Hyde Park Corner 
to Temple-Bar this monfter of 2 Wife has not been heard 
of fince the antiquated times of Dame.:and Your Wor- 
thip ; and in the city every good ‘houfe+wife is, at. leaft: « 
Lady of the other end of the-town. \\In the country! you . 


might as well difpute the pretenfiorié of every foxhunter to 
the 




















No. 44. Th CONNOISSEUR. 261 


the title of Efquire, as of his help-mate to that of Lady; 
and in every eorporation town whoever matches with a 
burgefs becomes a Lady by right of charter. My coufin 
VitLace, (from whom I have all my rural intelligence, ) 
informs me, that upon the ftricteft enquiry there is but one 





Wife in the town where he now lives, and that is the Par- 
fon’s Wife, who is never mentioned by the country Ladies 
but as a dowdy, and an old-fafhioned creature. Such is 
the great privilege of matrimony, that every female is enno- 
bled by changing her furname: for as every unmarried 
woman is a Mifs, every matried one by the fame courtefy 
is a Lady. 


Tue next order of dignified females is compofed of 
Maiden or Young Ladies; which terms are fynonymous, and 
are indifferently applied to females of the age of fourteen or 
threefcore. We muft not therefore be. furprized to hear of 
Maiden Ladies, who are known. to have had feveral chil- 
dren, or to meet. with Young Ladies that look like old 
dowagers. At the houfe of an acquaintance where I lately 
vifited, I was told that we were to expect Mrs. ‘fackfon 
and the two Mifs Wrinkles. But what was my furprize! 
when I faw on their arrival a blooming female of twenty- 
five accofted under the firft denomination, and the two 
nymphs, as I expected, come. tottering into the room, the 
youngeft of them to all appearance on the verge of three- 
{core, . I could not help withing on this occafion that fome 
middle term was’ invented between Mi/s and Mrs. to be 
adopted, at a certain age,~by all females not inclined to 
matrimony. For furely nothing can be more ridiculous, 
than to hear a greyhaired Lady paft her Grand Climacteric 
mentioned in terms, that convey the idea of youth and 
beauty, or perhaps of a bib and hanging-fleeves. This 
indifcriminate: appellation alfo unavoidably creates much 
confufion ; 








































262 The CONNOISSEUR. No. 44. 


confufion : I know an eminent tradefman who loft a very 
good cuftomer for innocently writing Mrs. at the head 
of her bill: and I was lately at a ball, where, trufting to a 
friend for a partner, I was obliged to do penance with an 
old withered beldam, who hobbled through feveral country 
dances with me, though fhe was ancient enough to have 
been my grandmother. Excluding thefe Young Ladies of 





fifty and fixty, this order of females is very numerous ; for 
there is fcarce a girl in town or country, fuperior to a milk- 
maid or cinderwench, but is comprehended in it. The 
daughters are indifputably Young Ladies, though their 
Papas may be tradefmen or mechanics. For the prefent 
race of fhopkeepers &c. have wifely provided, that their 
gentility fhall be preferved in the female part of the family. 
Thus, although the fon is called plain ‘fack, and perhaps 
bound apprentice to his father, the daughter is taught to 
hold up her head, make tea in the little parlour behind the 
fhop, and inherits the title of Lady from her Mama. To 
make thefe claims to dignity more fure thofe excellent 
feminaries of genteel education, called Boarding-Schools, 
have been contrived ; where inftead of teazing a fampler, 
or conning a chapter of the bible, the Young Ladies are 
inftructed to hold up their heads, make a curtfey, and to 
behave themfelves in every refpe& like pretty little Ladies. 
Hence it happens, that we may often obferve feveral of 
thefe polite damfels in the fkirts of White-Chapel, and in 
every petty country town; nay, it is common to meet with 
. Young Ladies born and bred, who have fabmitted to keep a 
\ chandler’s fhop, or had humility enough even to go to fervice. 


| I pRoceeD next to take into confideration what is gene- 
| rally underftood by Ladies of Quality. Thefe in other 
| words may be more properly called Ladies of Fafhion ; for 
il in the modifh acceptation of the phrafe not fo much re- 
| gard 
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gard is had to their birth or ftation, or even. to their co- 
ronet, as to their way of life. The dutchefs, who has 
not tafte enough to act up to the character of a Perfon of 
Quality, is no more refpected in the polite world than a 
city knight’s Lady; nor does fhe derive any greater honour 
from her title, than the hump-backed woman ‘receives 
from the vulgar, But what is immediately expected from 
a Lady of Quality, will be feen under the next article : for 
to their praife be it fpoken, moft of our modern Ladies of 
Quality affect to be Fine Ladies. 


To defcribe the life of a Fine Lady would be only 
to fet down a perpetual round of vifiting, gaming, dreffing, 
and intriguing. She has been bred up in the notion of 
making a figure, and of recommending herfelf as a woman 
of {pirit: for which end fhe is always foremoft in the 
fafhion, and never fails gracing with her appearance every 
public affembly, and every party of pleafure. Though fin- 
gle, fhe may coquet with every fine gentleman; or if mar- 
ried, fhe may admit of gallantries without reproach, and 
even receive vifits from the men in her bed-chamber. To 
complete the character, and to make her a Very Fine Lady, 
fhe fhould be celebrated for her wit and beauty, and be 
parted from her hufband: for as matrimony itfelf is not 
meant as a reftraint upon a pleafure, a feparate maintenance 
is underftood as a licence to throw off even the appearance 


of virtue. 


From the Fine Ladies it is a very natural tranfition to 
the Ladies of Pleafure ; and indeed from what has already 
been faid concerning Fine Ladies one might imagine that, 
as they make pleafure their fole purfuit, they might pro- 
perly be entitled Ladies of Pleafure. But this gay appella- 
tion is referved for the higher rank of Proftitutes, whofe 
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principal difference from the Fine Ladies confifts in their 
profeffing a trade, which the others carry on by {mug- 
gling. A Lady of Fafhion, who refufes no favours but the 
laft, or even grants that without being paid for it, is not 
to be accounted a Lady of Pleafure, but ranks in an order 
formerly celebrated under the title of Demi-Reps. It is 
whimfical enough to fee the different complexions affumed 
by the fame vice, according to the difference of ftations. 
The married Lady of Quality may intrigue with as many 
as fhe pleafes, and ftill remain Right Honourable: The 
draggle-tailed Street-Walker is a Common Woman, and li- 
able to be fent to Bridewell; but the Whore of High 
Life is a Lady of Pleafure, and rolls in a gilt chariot. 
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